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Between Saint George and Ramleh. Five
Full years ago that day the land                                       July 4.
Was torn by war from out our hand.37
The French were on the left. The king
With his men rode on the right wing,                                 i o, 71 o
And on the morrow's journey changed
Nowise the way they were arranged.
Before Casal Moyen they made
A halt, and there they camped and stayed j
And there were some who thence departed
And on the road to Jaffa started.
Poverty-stricken and forlorn
With all the sorrows they had borne.
SALADIN REASSEMBLES  HIS  FORCES
When Saladin learned beyond doubt
That we were forced to turn about                                      10,720
And go back, since we had no choice
But that, greatly did he rejoice.
He chose swift messengers and wrote
His letters, sending them hotfoot
To tell the Turks who loved him how
The Christians were departing now,
How they were torn apart by strife,
And how discord and wrath were rife
Among them. And he wrote that they
Who wished to serve his cause for pay                               *0*730
Should come now to Jerusalem.
He gathered such a crowd of them
That twenty thousand, beyond doubt,
Were there, inside the town and out,
Of Turks all well armed and well mounted,
With footmen more than could be counted
Or numbered easily. Our state
They knew and oft did demonstrate
37 The hinerarium (p. 397} omits this, but does say that the next day was "pridie
nonas Julii" (July 6), The battle of Hattin was on July 4, 1187,